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Aug. 31: Economy Minister Marcilio Marques Moreira, Justice Minister Celio Borja and Government
Secretary and chief presidential political advisor Jorge Bornhausen agreed to maintain a pact made
Aug. 25. Under the pact, the ministers pledged to remain in office until a definitive resolution of the
government crisis is reached. Bornhausen had told reporters he was considering resigning his post
because President Fernando Collor de Mello had rejected his advice for ending the political crisis.
Bornhausen had recommended that Collor use his Aug. 30 address to the nation to announce he
would resign in exchange for a commitment by congress to pass the main points of his economic
modernization program within a month. Bornhausen is a member of the Liberal Front Party (PFL),
the government's main congressional ally. In an interview with TV Globo, Collor repeated many of
his statements from the national address the previous day. Collor reiterated he will not resign and
insisted, "I am a fighter, a man who does what he must do. I am not a quitter, a man who runs from
a fight." Director of the Brazilian Economic and Social Analysis Institute (IBASE) Herbert de Souza
said "I appeal to [Collor's] mother to help save Brazil by having a medical team declare her son
insane...That way, impeachment won't be necessary." Agence France-Press reported that according
to its own calculations if a vote were held immediately, the petition for Collor's impeachment
would be supported by more than the necessary two-thirds majority in the Chamber of Deputies.
At present, only four of the 26 state governors continue to support Collor: Bahia governor Antonio
Carlos Magalhaes, and the governors of the states of Alagoas, Acre and Amapa. The governors
of five other states have not yet expressed an opinion on the scandal and pending impeachment
proceedings: Maranhao, Piaui, Roraima, Sergipe and Mato Grosso do Sul. Sept. 1: The Federal
Council of Brazilian Lawyers (OAB, national bar association) and the Brazilian Press Association
(ABI) presented a formal request for Collor's impeachment to Chamber of Deputies president
Ibsen Pinheiro based on findings of the congressional investigative commission (CPI). The CPI
final report, presented Aug. 24, recommended Collor be indicted on charges of corruption, tax
evasion, criminal association, malfeasance and making false statements in official documents. In
presenting the petition, OAB president Marcello Lavanere said, "No one is above the law, not even
the president of the Republic." The joint request, presented by Lavenere and ABI head Barbosa
Lima Sobrinho, accused Collor of a "lack of decorum in office," an impeachable offense. Sobrinho
and Lavanere were accompanied by hundreds of citizens who marched silently through Brasilia
carrying banners reading "Collor Out," and "Impeachment Now." Upon receiving the petition,
Pinheiro made a statement insisting on respect for congressional independence in the final decision.
PFL leaders announced they would encourage the party's 88 deputies and 17 senators to vote
according to their conscience on the impeachment petition. According to Brazil's Ambassador to
the US Rubens Ricupero, the political crisis has had a positive impact on Brazil's image abroad.
He said, "Brazil is proving that a poor democracy, with major social and economic problems, is
capable of handling a crisis of political power with absolute institutional normalcy and democracy."
Ricupero said coverage of the scandal in the US and European media has emphasized the fact that
the crisis has been kept within Brazil's institutional channels, "without violent demonstrations,
illegality; [it has been] guided by established mechanisms, like the CPI." Navy Minister Adm.
Mario Cesar Flores met with current and former members of the naval high command to discuss
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the country's political crisis. According to an anonymous source cited by the Agence France-Press,
Flores assured participants the military will continue to comply with constitutional mandates.
Sen. Marco Maciel, a member of the PFL, resigned his position as leader of the representatives
of the government coalition in congress. Maciel was replaced by PFL Sen. Odacir Soares. Collor
requested Social Welfare Minister Ricardo Fiuza, a member of the PFL, leave his cabinet post
and reassume his Chamber of Deputies seat in order to bolster support for the President in the
impeachment vote. In statements to Federal Police in Brasilia, futures trader Najun Turner denied
responsibility for creating the fictitious depositors who supplied Collor's bank accounts. Turner said
Paulo Cesar Farias, Collor's former campaign treasurer, and former presidency secretary Claudio
Vieira were responsible for handling the money and accounts. Sept. 2: Justice Minister Celio Borja
told reporters he supported the resignation of all public officials accused of corruption and said
that, in the case of President Collor, resigning from office would be the "least traumatic gesture for
the country." Borja reaffirmed his determination to remain in office, along with Economy Minister
Marques Moreira and Government Secretary Bornhausen. Borja added that he would not wish to
remain in his post if Collor were to succeed in defeating the congressional impeachment initiative.
Next, Borja said that even if Collor is victorious in the Chamber of Deputies vote, he would still
face possible prosecution on criminal charges. Following the example of Collor's Aug. 30 address,
Farias told reporters he had "committed errors" of judgement regarding certain individuals. He
said Vieira was responsible for paying all of Collor's personal expenses. Farias said Vieira had
asked for money "in his own name," but that he had no idea what Vieira did with the money. Like
Collor, Farias denied all wrong-doing and said the CPI investigation and final report was "a grand
invention" by persons motivated by electoral aspirations. According to a public opinion poll by the
independent Brazilian Public Opinion Institute (IBOPE) requested by Collor to gauge the public
impact of his two recent television appearances 59% of respondents want the President out of
office while 31% said they hope he remains in the presidency. IBOPE surveyed 1,218 people in 112
cities. According to the IBOPE survey, 69% of respondents indicated they no longer trust Collor
while 25% said they still believe in the President. Fifty-nine percent classified the government as
"terrible," 13% said it was "bad," 23% called the government's performance "normal," while 10%
said it was "good." About 58% of respondents said they don't trust members of congress. Only
30% of respondents expressed trust in their legislative representatives. Sao Paulo state governor
Luiz Antonio Fleury announced plans to lead a mass anti-Collor demonstration together with the
representatives of the city's business community and organized labor on Sept. 11. The governors
of the states of Pernambuco, Parana and Ceara have indicated plans for similar events. Rio de
Janeiro state governor Leonel Brizola told reporters Collor "cannot continue to govern." Brizola,
who supported Collor when the corruption scandal first broke, said "we were never allied with
Collor...our commitment to him was based [on his] constitutional legality." According to an Agence
France-Press report, the impeachment process involves the following steps: * First, a citizen must
present charges against the president and a request for impeachment. Such a petition was presented
to Chamber of Deputies president Ibsen Pinheiro Sept. 1. * Second, Pinheiro must decide to either
accept or reject the petition. If he accepts the petition, which he has done, he must establish a special
"ad hoc" commission of deputies with representation proportional to the Chamber. * Third, the
special commission must rule on whether or not to continue the impeachment process. * Fourth,
the full Chamber of Deputies must approve the commission's decision to continue by a two-thirds
majority. * Fifth, if approved by the Chamber, the special commission must inform Collor of the
charges against him. Collor would then have 20 days to respond to the charges. * Sixth, the special
commission receives the President's defense, if he provides one, and then has 10 days to present the
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charges and petition for impeachment to the full Chamber. * Seventh, the Chamber must approve
the charges and petition by a two-thirds majority. Charges related to common crimes will then be
processed by the by the judicial system while charges for political crimes will be considered by the
Senate. * Eighth, the Senate receives the charges and petition for impeachment from the Chamber
of Deputies and formally begins the impeachment trial. The moment this begins, the President is
suspended from office for 180 days at half- salary. * Ninth, trial proceedings are conducted in the
Senate. At the end of the trial, a vote is taken in the Senate and the president is either found guilty
or absolved of the charges. If a two-thirds majority finds him guilty, he is permanently removed
from office and replaced by the vice president. Daily newspaper O Estado de Sao Paulo reported
Economy Minister Marques Moreira plans to resign irrespective of the outcome of the Chamber
of Deputies vote on Collor's impeachment. "When the decision comes, I consider this function
closed...If it is positive, the president will choose his cabinet. If it is negative, the vice president will
choose his," said Marques Moreira. According to Federal Police sources, Attorney General Aristides
Junquiera has ordered the Federal Police to investigate charges of misuse of public funds by Rosane
Malta de Collor, the President's spouse. Malta reportedly used approximately US$25,000 in public
funds for a party in honor of her friend Eunicia Guimaraes. A total of nine police investigations
are now underway into charges against Malta involving embezzlement and misuse of public
funds. Sept. 3: Demonstrations involving thousands of students and union members were reported
in the cities of Sao Paulo, Porto Alegre (capital of Rio Grande do Sul) and Ceara (capital of the
northeastern state of the same name). Protesters shouted slogans demanding Collor's resignation
or impeachment. In statements published in daily newspaper O Estado de Sao Paulo, former
military president Joao Baptista Figueiredo called Collor's Aug. 30 televised address a "swan song."
Sept. 4: Pinheiro announced creation of the special ad hoc commission, composed of 49 deputies
representing the 17 parties which hold seats in the Chamber. The commission will vote on whether
or not to accept the petition for Collor's impeachment for consideration by the full Chamber. The
commission is scheduled to begin deliberations Sept. 8. (Sources: Chinese news service Xinhua,
Reuter, 09/02/92; Associated Press, 09/01/92, 09/02/92; Agence France Presse, 08/31-09/04/92)
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